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PR E F AC E: 


P HILOSOPHICAL Enquiries, before the clear 
Light of the Goſpel, tho they fur niſbed Men with 
ſome Expectatiuns of a future Stute of Rewards 
and Puniſhments, yet it was but in obſcure uncertain= 
ty, and it is very truly obſervd that the Goſpel of 
Chriſt hath brought Life and Immortality to Light ; 
but as there ure too too many, who would chooſe the 
Works of Darkneſs in the midft of this Light, by 
rejecting the glorious Light of it ; it is become neceſ- 
ſary to have recourſe to. Reaſon and Philoſophy to 
aſcertain ſuch Truths which the Goſpel rev'als ; and 
as the Revelation of the Goſpel gives Ligbs to the 
Underftandings of thoſe, whe are prepared to receive 
its Truths, ſo does it add to the Illumination of the 
Mind in all modern Enquiries into true Philoſophy. 


And as the Goſpel is found to give Light to Reaſon 
and Philoſophy, it muſt neceſſarily be a Divine Re- 
velation, fince nothing leſs could have remov'd the 
Mifts of Error and Ignorance, that the World before 
labour'd under. 


Now the following Diſſertations ( which hang to- 
gether in a Chain ) are chiefly deſign'd to prove, 
from natural Reaſon, the Being and Attributes of 

A 2 | God, 


(i) 

God, and the Immortality of the Soul, which we are 
ur d of from the Goſpel Revelation; whereby it may 
be obſerv'd that what the _— aſſures us of, is a- 
greeable to natural Reaſon, illuminated by it, ſo that 
where Reaſon and Revelatian thus join together ; as 
Philoſophy proves the Truth. of Revelation, ſo Reve- 
lation aſcertains the Truth of ſuch Philoſophy ; which 
indeed had need to join their Forces to put a flop to 


the Growth of Atheiſm and Infidelity. 


And as the Authority of Divine Revelation will 
give Life and Ennergy to my following Diſſertations ; 
fo my following Diſſertations are deſign'd to add to 
- * of, and the Obedience to the Goſpel of 


Philoſophical 
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Philoſophical Diſſertations. 


DISSERTATION I. 


That Matter is not Eternal, and that there is 
a Vacuum. » 


THATEVER is Eternal muſt be un- 
created, and whatever is uncreated 
muſt be of its felf a neceſſary Be- 
ing; and that Being, which is ne- 
ceſſary has no Dependance upon 
any other, but all other Beings 
muſt depend upon and exiſt in that 
neceſſary Being as its Original and firft Cauſe. 


Now whether Matter or Spirit is the original or 
firſt Cauſe of all Things will eafily appear from con- 
fidering the Power of each Matter is of its ſelf in- 
capable of Perfection, Action, or Self-Motion; 
but being actuated by Spirit becomes capable of 
al, Spirit muſt therefore be firſt, the only Intelli- 
gent, the only unoriginated and Eternal Being: 
And before this unoriginared Exiſtence began to 
Act, and to produce Place out of Space, and Time 
out of Eternity, there could be no ſuch Thing as 
Matter in Bemg, which was only created on Pur- 
poſe to be ſerviceable to ſuch Creatures, who were 
to be made up of Body and Spirit : For it muſt be 
abſurd to imagin, as ſome have, that Matter ſhould 
be Eternal, or, as others, That the Divine and 
neceſſary Being hath never been without Creatures, 
but that from Eternity he has produced other Be- 
ings, or he muſt neceſſarily ha ve been an Eternity 


Idle. 
TA R 


TE) 

THE very Nature of the Word Creation implie; 
a Beginning of the Thing created; and if whatever 
is created muſt have a Beginning, as it neceflarily 
muſt, then muſt there be an Eternity paſt betore 
that Beginning; but to imagin Creatures from E- 
ternity muſt be abſurd and Non-ſenſe; for this 
would fuppoſe Creatures neceflary as well as the 
Creator, and whatever is neceflary cannot be ſub. 
ject to Alteration or Change, or could it require a 
Creation; for only what is created can be ſubject- 
ed to Alteration according to the Will of its Crea- 
tor, and as its Acts of free Agency are directed to 
thoſe Laws given it. 


Ix muſt be abſurd to reaſon from the Inactivity 
of this Neceſſary Being, that had he not had Crea- 
tures from Eternity he muſt neceſſarily have been 
an Eternity Idle: This neceſſary Exiſtent Being, 
being in himſelf infinitely Perfect, and his Eternity 
admits no Meaſure or Progreſſion as Time does; 
and the neareſt we can conceive of his Eternity paſt 
before he began his Creations; is, that no Time 
was paſt before this Beginning; for Time only 
commenced with the Beginning of Creation ; but to 
imagin him an Eternity idle, is making Time and 
Eternity ſimilar to each other; whereas Eternity 
before the Creation was no more to the ſupreme, 
infinite, unoriginated Being than any preſent In- 
ſtant of Time is to us, which we can neither mea- 
ſure nor continue, but by its conſtantly flowing as 
it comes and makes no ſtay, is that which alone 
gives Time a Name and Duration to us, created Be- 
ings; which, before the Commencement of Time 
and Duration, had not a Being in the unoriginated 
Exiſtence; nor does the Commencement of Time 
and Matter make any Change in his Eternity, who 
has created Time and Place ſubſervient only to his 

| | Creatures, 


Creatures, which make no Change in himſelf no 
more than if he had yet remained without them: 
And till Time commenced 'tis impoſſible he could 
be idle; for to imagin one to be idle and have no 
Time to work in, is expecting Work to be done 
without Time to do it in, and could it be ſuppoſed 
that any Work could be done without Time, then 
might God work from Eternity, but this is abſurd: 
'Twas ſufficient, when God began his Creations, he 
mould with them produce Time to perform them 
in, without which no Creature could have been 
produced, therefore no Creature can be from Eter- 
nity, which to ſuppoſe would form an Hypotheſis 
to deftroy the very Nature of Eternity, and make 
Time its felf of the ſame Date. 


Now whatever is a neceflary Being muſt be 
every where, for Whatever neceſſarily exiſts of its 
ſelf any where, without Cauſe or Origination, 
muſt, for the ſame Reaſon, exiſt every where, be- 
cauſe the neceſſity of its Exiftence, in the very Idea 
of it, muſt iniply an Impoſſibility of its Non- 
Exiſtence (of — 605 in the next Diſſertation) and 
where there is an Impoſſibility of Non-Exiſtence, it 
muſt be impoſſible but that ſuch Exiſtence muſt 
exiſt every where, for whatever may be excluded 
ſrom any Place cannot be unoriginated or Eternal, 
but may be ſuppoſed to be excluded from other 
Places, ad infinitum, until it may be ſuppoſed to be 
excluded from any were, and conſequently be no 
where. 


Bur Matter is not every where (of which here- 
after) therefore not a neceſſary Being or unorigina- 
ted, but created in Time, not from Eternity, and 
if not from Eternity then was it created out of no- 
thing by the Will and Pleaſures of the only unori- 
ginated, neceſſary, Self-Exiſtent, infinitely * 

an 


and Powerful, Spiritual Exiſtence of the ſupreme 
Cop over all his Works, bleſſed for ever. 

Now that Matter is not every where or that 
there is a Vacuum appears, firſt from all the Plane- 
tary Bodies of our Syſtem deſcribing equal Areas 
in Equal Times, or by _— their Revolutions 
exactly in the ſame Periods, one Time after another, 
which they could not do if they moy'd in a Plenun, 
for then muſt their Motions be retarded, for Mat- 
ter (according to the known Laws of Nature) uſt 
neceſſarily reſiſt their Motions, and cauſe them to 
grow ſlower and flower, and at laſt to ceaſe. 


Ir it be objected that the Plenum is its ſelf moy'd 
along with the Bodies in it, and is therefore no 
Let or Hindrance to their Motions. 

* T'x rs Objection is eafily remov'd, by obſerving, 
that if this was ſo, then all the Revolutions of the 
whole Syſtem of Bodies at what Diſtance ſoever 
would be perform'd in one and the ſame Time; for 
fuppdſing a Plenum and that this Plenum moves a- 
long with the whole Syſtem, then from the Center 
of the Plenum the whole muſt have the Motion 
commenſurate, and ſo the Diſtance give no Altera- 
tion, as to Time to the Motions of the whole 
Syftem ; nay the whole Univerſe (upon this Hypo- 
theſis) muſt be concern'd in it; which appears, even 
in our own Syftem, de fatto, it is not, Witness, 
the Revolutions of our Primary Planets, whoſe Re- 
volutions vary according to their Diſtances from 
their central Luminary the Sun, whole Magnitudes, 
Weights, and Diſtances are proportion'd to a pro- 


per Velocity to preſerve them in their common 


Orbs either from flying of in their Tangents or from 
being let fall into the Center of Attraction. 


8o likewife the Attendants of the Primary Pla- 


nets, viz, our Moon, with the Satellites of Saturn 
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and Jupiter cannot be mov'd in their Orbs upon 
Suppoſition of the Motion of a Plenum becauſe ſuch 
a Movement muſt neceſſarily throw their Motions 
into Confuſion; but upon Suppoſition of theirs 
and the others Movements in a Vacuum all Motions 
both of the Primary and Secondary Planets are eaſi- 
ly and without any Perplexities acccounted for. 


14ly, Tur there is a Vacuum appears from 
the Reflection of the Sun's Rays upon any thing of 
Matter, for ſo far as the Sun meets with any Mat- 
ter to receive its Rays it certainly reflects them 
which is obſervable of the Sun's Rays in our At- 
moſphere as far as they reach before its Riſing and 
and after its Setting; by which it appears that our 
Atmoſphere 1s not extended above fifry Miles from 
the Surface of the Earth : Now ſuppoſe our Atmol- 
phere was extended to the Orb of the Moon, then 
would there be no more Darkneſs in a clear Night 
than in a cloudy Day; becauſe the Sun's Rays 
would be entertain'd therein, and reflected to us 
again, all a-round, within the Circumference of the 
Earth's Shadow at the Moon's Diſtance, which 
would only be about three Times the Breadth of the 
Moon's Diameter (as may be obſerv'd by her Ec- 
clipſes) and ſignify but little towards the depriving 
us of a ſurrounding Reflection of the Sun's Rays, 
and be only a Shade from its Heat ; for it the Moon 
it ſelf can caſt ſuch a Luſtre by reflecting its Rays 
from ſo ſmall a Body, what then muſt the Light of 
its Rays be, if entertain'd by a Plenum and reflect- 
ed thereby, when the whole Syſtem, and as far as 
its Rays could reach, would not be without its En- 
tertainment, and conſequently not without its Re- 
flection? But this de fucto is not fo, therefore there 

Sa Vacuum. 
B 3dly, 
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za, Ir Matter neceflarjly exiſted then could tt 
not be excluded from any where (as is before ob- 
ſerv'd of a neceflary Exiſtent Being) but the whole 
infinite Extenfion muſt be filled with Matter, with- 
out Pores or Parts or Center of Gravity; whereas 
we find, de facto, no ſuch Matter in Being; for 
the hardeſt Mettals, as Gold for Inſtance, is found 
to have more Pores than Parts, for Water by much 
Preſſure has been forced thro! its Pores ; and if 
Mettals and Minerals admit of Vacuities, much 
more muſt other lighter Solids, and ſtill more the 
ſpungineſs of the Air: And if theſe Things, which 
contain in them real ſubſtantial Matter, admit of 
more Vacuities than Matter its ſelf, then muſt 
there be a Vacuum perfectly diſtinct from Matter; 
therefore the Divine and —.— Eſſence is the 
only unoriginated and neceſſary Exiſtence from 
whom all Things that ARE have receiv'd their 
Beginnings, and upon whom their Exifence de- 
pends, , 
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DISSERTATION II. 


— 


That there muſt neceſſarily be one Self- Exiſlent 
Being in Three Self-Exiſtent Properties, 


with Attributes, infinitely Perfedd. 


T has been prov'd, from the preſent Order and 
Diſpoſition of Things, that Matter is not neceſ- 


arily Exiftent, but dependant upon an Original and 
firſt Cauſe; and the ſame will likewiſe be evident to 
Reaſon from conſidering what Ideas we can frame 


of the Nature of a Self-Exiſtent, and Independent 


Being. 


Ir has alſo been obſerv'd that a Self-Exiſtent 
Being, exiſts without Cauſe or Original, and muſt 
therefore be every where, and whatever is every 
where muſt be infinite. 


Ax p its as certain, that Infinity muſt neceſſarily 
exiſt in, and from Eternity, as that there has been 


an Eternity paſt, which is evident there muſt have 
been, tho' beyond the reach of our preſent Com- 
prehenſions, becauſe immeaſurable, and can only 
come within the Compaſs of our Notions or Ideas 
that it muſt neceſſarily ba ſo, ſo Infinity may furniſh 


us with the very ſame Apprehenfions and Ideas, 
that it muſt neceſſarily Exiſt eternally in Space; and 


Infinity cannot be without Perfections, nor Perſec- 
tions without Intelligence; for without Intelligence 
there can be nothing Perfect; nor can there be a 
neceſſary Exiſtence without Infinite Perfections, (as 


will appear hereafter; ) Matter cannot therefore be 
B 2 Selt- 
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Self. Exiſtent becauſe Incapable of Intelligence oy 
Perception. | 


Ir therefore follows, that a neceſſary Self-Ex- 
iſtent Being muſt be Spiritual, ſince nothing could 
beinfinite and eternall, that was gen 1 of Percep- 
tion, Thinking, or Intelligence; which Acts, Mat- 
ter being incapable of, muſt neceſſarily render it 
incapable of Self- Exiſtence, ſince the very Nature 
of Self Exiſtence muſt employ Intelligence; becauſe 
that which was Incapable of Intelligence muſt em- 
ploy Non-Exiſtence in its own Nature and Ne- 
celuty. | | 


. 


ſome Exiſtence from Eternity, it muſt therefore to]- 
low that that eternal Exiſtence muſt be Indued with 
Intelligence as a neceſſary conſequence of his Eter- 
nal and neceſſary Exiſtence, | 


Now that there has been an Eternity Paſt with- 
out Worlds and Inhabitants, and yet no Time was 


ever without them, is eaſy and natural to imagine, 
as neceſſarily there muſt, ànd it cou'd not be other- 
wiſe, as appears from the foregoing Proofs of the 
Non-Eternity of Mutter; ſo muſt Space be as neceſ- 
ſarily Infinite and Eternal; Infinity then was neceſ- 
ſarily exiſtent in Space; otherwiſe Space cou'd have 
nothing in it to be call'd Exiſtence; And Intelligence 
muſt neceſſarily exiſt in Infinity; and in Infinite In- 
telligence there muſt neceſſarily be abſolute Perfec- 
tions. 


As Space muſt therefore neceſſarily contain Infi- 
nity, Infinity muſt neceſſarily exiſt in Space, and 
n ä | Space 


Ax » it being impoſſible, but that there muſt be 


OA. 


Space be neceſſarily fill'd with Infinity: for other- 
wiſe Space woud have no Exiſtence in it, for un- 
tbinking Nothingneſs deſtroys the very Nature of 
Infinity, and wou'd render Space it ſelf Non-Exiſ- 
tent, ſince Exiſtence employs. the Being of 8 o M E- 
THING that does exiſt; but unthinking nothing 
cannot be ſaid to exiſt at all: There muſt then be 
ſomething that neceſſarily muſt exiſt infinitely, and 
that which thus neceſſarily exiſts muſt equally exiſt 

every where, and. it is manifeſt that Space does thus 

exiſt, from whence we call it Infinite Spaee, 


Now, as aboue obſerv'd, whatever is Infinite muſt 
be perfect, and Perfection muſt imply Intelligence, 
as neceſſarily Exiſtent in Infinity, as Infinity in Sas: 
and becauſe that Space muſt neceſſarily contain In- 
nity; Infinity muſt as neceſſarily contain the Perfec- 
t ont which muſt accompany Infinireneſ5; from whence 
will neceſſarily flow the Attributes of infinite Perfect- 
jons; as infinite Preſence infinite Knowledge, infinite 
Power, infinite Love, infiuite Mercy, infinite Good- 
neſs, Rn WY infinite Truth and in a word in- 
finite Holineſs; and every thing that is Good as the 
neceſſary Reſult of infinite Perfeftions. 


AnD as Space thus contains 1 7 the Infinity it 
contains muſt needs be a Spiritual Eſſence of infinite 
Extention, unbounded and unlimited in Preſence, 
Power, and in all the aforeſaid attributes, derived, 
as before obſery'd from infinite Perfections, indepen- 
dently exiſting; and of necefſity ſo exiſting, that it 
is impoſſible it ſhou'd not ſo exiſt®, 
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*W batever may be prov'd to have the Nature of Erernal Er 
Thus 
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(o) 

Tuus Space, Infinity, and Eternity, are Immea“ 
ſurable, and muſt naturally have exiſted before time 
was, and notwithſtanding Time has been produced 


out of Eternity, and Place out of Space, and Finite 
Beings out of Infinity, yet Eternity, Space, and In- 


| finity remain unchangeable. 


Fox the unoriginated eſſence of Infinity can never 


— 
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. | | (7 . 
in itſelf, * be without Cau/e or Origination, and whatever ſo exiſts 
muſt be a Property of the Deity . 

For whatever 1 neceſſary, or Self-Exiſtent, muſt be without begin- 
ning, without Cauſe, and without Creation, which are maniteltly 
properties of God, and are not to be met with in any other Exiſtence. 

Now Space is unbounded and unlimited, and cannot be otherwile 
conceiv'd of, but that it isneceſfary of itſelf without Cauſe or Original 
and muſt therefore be Se//- — ; and Se/f- Exiſtence cannot employ 
Naon-Entity of Unthinking Nothing, for Non-Entity is Non-Exiltence ; 
but Exiſtence implies the Being of Something either Spiritual or Mate- 
rial that muſt either neceſſarily or dependently exiſt ; and whatever 
neceſſarily exiſts ; muſt exiſt, equally exiſt every where, and it is 
manifeſt that Space does thus every where ſo exiſt, and hath Eren 
ſo exilted in its own Nature and Neceflity ; therefore it is Self-Exil- 
tent; and as an immaterial exiſtence, it is an infinite and ſpiritual ex- 
iftence, a Reality; and not a Non-Entity of Unthinking nothing, but 
is in its own Nature Infinite and Eternal. a 

Infinity and Eternity are then Sy nonimous Properties of Se/f- Exi/- 
tence, Which with Space haye exiſted, or more properly do evidently 
exiſt every where with Space. es | | 

In theſe Three Properties, which are manifeſtly Properties of Self. 
Exiſtence, exiſts the Fulneſs of the Godhead ; in Propertigs Three, but, 
in E/Jence or Self Exiflence. One, Theſe are the three Properties of 
Self-Exiſtence in the only Ox x divine Unoriginated Eſſence, One in 
Self-Exiſtence, One in Independency, and therefore One in Eſſence. 

No other Exiſtence or Property Whatſoever, can challenge Inde- 
pendency or Self. Exiſtence. 

As there are then three, and only three Properties of Se l Exiſtence 
ſo theſe three Properties in one Self. Exiſtent Effence anſwer to the di- 
vine unoriginated Spiritual Eſſence of the one undivided trinity, inde- 
wor rs of Cauſe or Original, and is therfore the Object, yea, the on- 
Object of the higheſt Admiration, Worſhip, and Praiſe, and of 
the utmoit Obedience to be render d from all his dependent Creatures. 


be 


( 11 ) 
be alter'd by created Time and Duration, nor his 


Eternity, paſt and to come, be either lengthned or 
ſhortned. | 


Before Time His Perfections remain'd uncommu- 
nicated, and yet they remain'd no Time uncommu- 
nicated, for his Erernity was no Duration of Time, 
but to him as an inſtant, a juſt now an immeaſurable 
Moment; which ſtill is, and ever will be the ſame 
in the Divine and Unoriginated Exiſtence, 


_ Tno” this muſt appear Difficult to our preſent 
Comprehenſions, ſince we meaſure Time by Days, 
Weeks, Months, and Years, but Space and Eter- 
nity admit no Meaſure or Progreſſion, of which ſee 
my Philoſophical Meditations, Part I. Sect. II. 


AnvD in ſhort, there is juſt as much difference be- 
tween Space and-Place, and Time and Eternity, as 
between a finite Creature and Infinite Exiſtence. 


HEN E we may obſerve that the Eſſence of God 
muſt be an undivided Eſſence in Unity and Perfecti- 
ons, as obſery'd in the Beginning of the firſt Sect, 
of My Tourney thro' the World. 


AND as upon the Beginning of his Creations his 
Perfections became communicable, ſo it thereby be- 
came neceflary for us that he ſhou'd diſtinguiſh the 
Eſſence of his Godhead into ſuch Proper ties, (which 
for Diſtinctions Sake we call Perſonal,) by which he 
ſhou'd have Occaſion to communicate his Goodneſs 
and PerfeCtions to us; and to that End has made 
himſelf known to us, as our Creator, Redeemer, 
and Sanctifier, by the Appellations of Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghoſt ; ina which Names we are initiated 


into 


into his Church-Militant by Baptiſm by the Autho- 
oy and Command of Chriſt himſelf juit before hi; 
Aſc 


ention into Heaven, 


Wäsruzs this Proof of the Being and Attri- 
butes of God be concluſive, I leave to the Judgment 
of curious Enquirers, 


. . To prove ſuch an Exiftence is very eaſy and na- 
tural, from the Effects that are produced by ſuch a 
Cauſe, and tho' ſuch Proofs, which are numerous, 
carry along with 'em evident Demonſtration, yet 
we find that all the Pains that can be taken, and all 
the Proofs that can be given, of the like Nature, 

ittle enough; yea, too little to ſuppreſs Vice and 

mmorality, the Roots of Atheiſm and Infidelity; 
which plentifully ſpring up and ſhoot forth in cum- 
berſome Branches, ſo that there is need of new 
Helps to eradicate and root them out; or at leaſt to 

endeavour to put a Stop to their dangerous Growth 
and further Encreaſe. 


AnD as ſuch Curious Enquiries may tend to the 
ſetting forth of theGlories of the only unoriginated 
Exiftence ; ſo they muſt alſo tend to the weakening 
and overthrow of the contrary Engagements. 


AxD as I have hereby endeavour'd to communi- 
cate the Ideas I had fram'd in my own Mind, in the 
Proof of the Being and Attributes of God, a Priori, 
ſo I wiſh it may give my Readers the fame Taſte] 
have thereby produced in my own Breaſt, and excite 
in them as high an Eſteem and Veneration of the 
Tremendous Majeſty of the Adorable unoriginated 
Exiſtence, and Fountain of Infinite Perfections, as 
the Meditations thereof haye rais'd in my own 


"C3 
Breaſt and give them as feeling a delight and plea- 
ſure, 


For tho! it be impoſſible to find out the Almizh- 
ty to Perfection; yet every ſmall Ray, every 
Glimpſe we are afforded of his Perfections and Glo— 
ries will add new Life, new Vigour, new Comforts, 
new Pleaſures, and Refreſhments to his faithful 
Servants. 


Av as his Perfetions are infinite ſo they will 
admit of an Eternity of Admiration and Enjoyment, 
always extracting freſh Joys, Love and delightfull 
Adoration from all his Creatures, which are or ſhall 
be prepar'd by Holineſs to enjoy and relith them. 


WukN I confider the infinite Preſence fills all 
things, and that he muſt neceſſarily be in every 
Place in infinite Perfections of Knowledge, Power, 
Wiſdom, Love, Goodneſs, Mercy, Faithfulneſs, 
and Truth; and that I have received my Being and 
Exiſtence from this Fountain of infinite Power, 
Goodneſs, and Mercy, and that I am thereby 
entituled to his ſpecial Care and Protection; (if 
I forfeit not this Right by Rebellion againſt hm) 
and that he 1s preſent with me wherever I go; 
O then, how can I hope and truſt, that I ſhall, e're 
long, have the ſmall Rays of his Glories I now be- 
hold, as the Dawning of the Day or twilight of the 
Morning, break forth upon me 1n the clear Light 
of the ſhineing of his Righreouſneſs into m 
Soul, when I ſhall be releaſed from the preſent Fet- 
ters of Mortality? 


(14) 


On! how ſhou'd theſe Thoughts and Expectati- 


ons raiſe and continue in us an holy Reverence of 


his infinite Preſence, which fills all things both in 
Heaven and Earth And how ſhou'd this influence 
all our Actions in all our concerns and affairs of Life 
that they may be . in their Perfor man- 
ces to be agreeable to his divine Will, and becoming 
his Preſence, as the Spectator of em? 


Ax D when we withdraw from the Secular Con- 
cerns of this Lite to appear before him either in 
his Houle, or in our Cloſets, with what Adoration 
and awe ſhould we approach to ſo immediate an 
Intercourſe with his glorious Majeſty? With what 
reverential Fear, and humble Boldneſs (becauſe not 
only allowed but commanded it ) ſhould we ap- 
proach his Courts? Where in Spiritual Exerciſes, 
we may, by an Eye of Faith, behold his Preſence 
filling the Houſe, appointed for his Werſhip, and 
the Hearts of every of his faithful Servants, And 
his Angels ready to join with every devout Heart 
in their Praiſes, and to aſſiſt the Prayers, which are 
oftered from unfeigned Lips. 


_ Ltr us then endeavour by the Meditations of his 
continual Preſence, to have Life and Vigour added 
toall o ur Deyotions, whether in his houſe or in our 
Cloſets; that may not only then elevate us, but 
may for ever carry us out of the reach of that Ruin, 
that the Temptations incident to our Preſent 
State wou'd plunge us into; and enable us by 
alife of Holineſs to daily ſtriving after Eerfection; 
ſo ſhall daily Comforts encreaſe upon us here, and 
everlaſting Joys await our Reception, when by 
Death we ſhall be born into Life Eternal. 


POS J. 
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PoSTSCRIPT:.- 


If it be asked how I wou'd infer Perfections from 
Infinity, and Intelligence from Perfections? I an- 
wer, 


IxrIxITy hath no Bounds, and therefore cannot 
any ways Terminate z but is unlimited in all Reſpects 
and Extents, and can admic of no Additions; and 
that which can admit of no Addition muſt in itſelf 
be abſolutely perfect: But without Intelligence 
ſomething muſt be wanting that might be added, 
to make it more compleat. 


Bur as it is impoſſible, as Ihave obſerv'd, for In- 


finity to admit of either Addition or Subſtraction, ſo 
it cannot want any Thing that it is not poſſeſt ot, 
but muſt be poſſeſt ot all Fullneſs in Perfections, and 


Intelligence beyond the Comprehenſions of all Fi- 
nite Created Beings, which live and move, and have 


their Exifences in it. 


In F1N1TE Space equally exiſts within and without 
all Bodies, rational or irrational, Globes or Inhabi- 
tants; whereas they terminate in their own De- 
menſions, and may be either added to, or Subſtract- 
ed from: But the Perfections neceſſarily accompa- 
ny ing Infinity can admit of neither, there bein 
nothing wanting in it that can be added, being ab- 
ſolutely perfect; nor can any thing belonging to ab- 


ſolute Perfections be diminiſh'd, chang'd, or taken 


away from it, which are only unoriginated Pro- 
perties of neceſſary Self-Exiſtence and incapable of 
Communication, in their on extent and tullneſs. * 
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That the Light and Heat of the SUN, diſperſed [- 
into the Plauctary S)/iem, are furei) Spitis F_O 
tuo. | equ 

in 2 


T muſt be allow'd from Calculations and Experi- 
mental Obicrvations, that the Planetary Revo- hin 
lutions are perform'd in exa-ily the ſame Periods of 
Time, one Revolution after another, therefore 
thoſe, who ſuppoſe a Materiality in the Rays of trie 
Light and Hear, which proceed from the Sun, are Glol 
not quite deliver'd from all the Perplexities, which es, 
the PToLomaic Syſtem laid them under in account- ject 
ing for the Laws of Motion in a rational and natu- the 
ral Way, being herein forc'd to recur, for the che 
Non-Retardation of the Planetary Motions, to an 
Almighty Power continually Acting upon 'em by F 
an external Impulſe. Lig! 


cor 

Now if I can make it appear that the Rays of 21 
Light and Heat fr m the Sun, which are commu— ence 
nicated to our Planetary Syſt-m are only and pure- al,) 
ly Spirituous; then will their Motions, and the O- Ret: 
riginal Cauſes of 'em appear to be adapted at firſt, tion 
by infinite Wiſdom, to be continued merely from war! 
the firſt Laws aſſig ned them; and to which, in a na- the 
tural Way they are bound; and cannot of them- poſe 
ſelves break thro' or change from, nor by any Pow- the 
er whatſoever, except the ſame Almighty Power fract 


who at firſt fix d thoſe Laws ſhou'd (upon any Oc- 
cafon ariſing from the Rational Inhabitants of em) 
| 2 repeal 


CPF) 
repeal or alter them from the Laws and Principles 
which he ar firſt aſſign'd them, which in all his ad- 
mirable Works appear to be perfectly compleat, 


and to have nb Laws given, that that Infinite Wiſ- 
dom cou'd amend. 


IT being prov'd and granted, as before obſery'd, 
that the Planetary Bodies deſcribe equal Areas in 
equal Times, is ſufficient to prove that they move 
in a perfect Vacuum, or void Space of Matter, as to 
the common Courſe of Nature, and that they do 
thus Move, without any Continual, Forcible, and 
external Impulſe; from an Innate Principle firſt Im- 
planted, (by the Almighty and Infinitely wiſe con- 
triver of the whole Creation, of the univerſal 
Globes and [nhabitants, c.) in all ſecondary Cauſ- 
es, will appear, I think, indiſputably, if the Ob- 
jection of the Materiality of the Light and Heat of 
the Sun be fairly anſwer'd, which, I believe is now 
the only Objection that is made againſt it. 


FrxsT then, let it be obſerv'd that the Rays of 
Light proceeding from the Sun, except they are in- 
corporated with a proper Medium for their enter- 
tainment, are Inviſible ( ſuch as are Spiritual Exiſt- 
ences, except incorporated with ſomething Materi— 
al,) and therefore paſſible without Hindrance or 
Retardation of the Motions of the Planets Revolu- 
tions; Notwithſtanding the Planets themſelves are 
warm'd and enlightned by the Heat and Light of 
the Sun's Rays, by having their Atmoſpheres pur- 
poſely adapted by Infinite Wiſdom and Power for 
the Reception, and Entertainment thereof by Re- 
fraction and Reflection. 


Tubus 
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Tnvs tho' the Sun itſelf is a material Body, or a 
Globe of Fire, yet it is ſo adapted by infinite Wil- 
dom to afford Light and Heat to the Globes within 
its luminous reach, and yet the Rays of its Lizht 
and Heat obſtruct not the Motions of theſe Globes 
thus enlightened and warm'd by its Benign Influ- 
ence. 


Fos it is plain that the Sun's Rays ceaſe to Illu- 
minate any further then they find entertainment in 
a proper Medium, as is obſerv'd in our Atmoſphere 
before its Riſing and after its Setting ; ſo that where 
they are not incorporate with ſomething Material 
they become Inviſible, and no ways luminous, 
which proves them to be only Spirituous; becauſe 
only luminous and viſible thro' their becoming in- 
corporate with the Atmoſphere of our G 1, o s E, 
or thoſe of the other Planets, which are purpoſely 
fitted, as before obſerv'd, for the entertainment of 
em thereby to anſwer the wiſe Deſigns of its Crea- 
tion for their Uſe and Benefit. 


Tux ſame may be alſo obſerv'd as to, the Viſi- 
bility of the Rays of the Reflected Light from the 
Bodies and Atmoſpheres of the primary and ſecond- 
ary Planets, which, being themſelves illuminated 
in the ſame manner as this Globe we inhabit, can a- 
gain reflect that very Illumination into the ſame At- 
moſphere that is capable to entertain the Light of 
the Sun; when, at the ſame Time it muſt be ſelt- 
evident, that there can no material Particles, ariſing 
from their Bodies, accompany that borrowed and 
reflected Light, and it is certain alſo that the Rays 
of Light, which ſhine from them become luminous, 
viſible, and conſpicuous in the very ſame mannes 

and by 
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and by the very ſame Laws of the primary Light 
itſelf, ſo that the Rays of Light are in themſelves 
Immaterial and purely Spirituous. 


IT may be objected that the Light of the Sun, 
and thoſe of the Moen and Planets, which ſhine 
with a borrowed Light, are diftercnt; in that the 
Sun affords Heat along with the Light, but the 
Moon and Planers afford no Heat but only a Re- 
flection of that Light they receive from the Sun, 
and that that Hear which proceeds from the Pri- 
mary Fountain, the Sun, muſt at leaſt carry along 
with it ſome very rarified Particles and Effluyia of 


Matter from its flaining Fountain of FIRE. 


Ix anſwer to which; let it be obſery'd, that heat 
as well as Light muſt have a proper Medium for 
Entertainment before any Effects can be produc'd 
by the Influences of a diſtant Fiery Globe. 


| Warcn the Sun being allow'd to be, and plac'd 
in the Center of the Planetary Syſtem may be ſaid 
to be the Soul or Spirit of the inanimate Bodies 
thereof, by preſerving them in their Orbits by its 
Central Attraction and affording them Light and 
Heat, which are both of a pure and Spirituous kind 
do not mean of any Spiritual Intelligence, but of a 
Spirituous Influence; for there is a Spirituous Influ- 
ence without a Spiritual Intelligence; as in moſt of 
the Fluids and Solids, which we are acquainted 
with upon our own Globe, as may be inſtanced in 
our Meats and Drinks, 


Now that Heat, as well as Light, communica- 
ted from the Sun to its Planetary Syſtem, is only 
Spirituous, and in that kind influences our Globe and 

the 


” NO 
the reſt of the Planets may appear, not only from 
the former Accounts of the Non-Retardation of 
the Planets Motions thro” any Effects of its far- 
rounding Beams ot Light and Heat, and of the la- 
viſibility and none Effects of em, where they are 
not entertain'd in a proper Medium. 

Bo r alſo from conſidering the Sun as the Center 
of our Syſtem, and whatever material Subſtance, 
may be thrown of from his Surface by the Force of 
his fiery Flames, muſt be confin'd to his own At- 
moſphere and return to its Body as its own proper 
Center; for it is plain from the Laws of Nature that 
whatever Particles of Matter do float in our Atmo— 
ſphere nor in the Atmoſpheres of any of thePlanets, 


and conſequently of any of the Armoſpheres of any 


Globe whatſoever, that they are confin'd within 


the Limits thereof, and can only make their returns, 


to the Surtace of the Globes to which they belong; 
as for Inſtance, the Meteors in our own Atmoſphere 
whether they be Watery or Endu'd with a 
Fiery Propenſity, may be obſery'd never to 
exceed the Limits of our own Atmoſphere, 
but are confin'd within its ſurrounding Circumfe- 
rence, and only reſpect this Globe as their proper 
Center; then it muſt neceſſarily follow that the Sun 
which is the very Center of our Syſtem itſelf, and 
unto which the whole of it pay their Tributes of 
Gravitation, ) cannot leſs confine his own material 
Subſtance to his own Body and Atmoſphere, than 
the Planets, which reſpect him as their Center, do 
confine every Particle and the Eifluvia belonging to 
*em within the aforeſaid reſtrictions, notwithſtand- 
ing the Communication of their borrowed Lights 

one to another, 
Trvus as Illuminated Bodies can return their 
Lights beyond the reach of their material EfMuvia 
ſo 


— 
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fo can the Sun as a Globe of Fire diſpoſe its Heat as 
well as Light without being accompanied with any 
material Effluvia out of its own Atmoiphere, in 
ſuch Proportion as the Atmoſpheres it meets with 


are adapted for its Entertainment. 


So that the Light and Heat of the Sun, enjoy'd 
by its concomitant Planets are only of a Spirituous 
Nature, and bring along with 'em no Particles or 
Effluvia of Matter from its Body; tho? vulgarly 
call'd Particles of Light ana Heat, from their In- 
corporating themſelves with ſuch Particles and Ef- 
fluvia in the Atmoſphere of our Globe, and thoſe 
of the other Planets, which are agreeable for their 
Entertainment and Reception; thereby giving them 
Light and Heat, as well as preſerving them in their 
Orbs and regular Motions; even as the Souls of A- 
nimals give Heat, Life, Vigour, and Motion to their 
Material Bodies, which they actuate, tho' them- 
ſelves immaterial. | 


So that the Sun may be ſaid not only to be the 


Center, but the Soul (by its Spirituous Influence ) 


of this material Syſtem, and by its Comforts to 
Support and Preſerve both the animate and inani- 
mate Parts thereof, even the whole of it“. | 

D AND 


* Before the Creation of G/bes and Inhabitants the whole infinite 
Extention was a perfect Void or Vacuum; empty of Matter, or ma- 
terial Particles, Attoms, or Effluvia, tho? full of ſpiritual ,Exi/terce, 
Intelligence, Wiſdom, and Power ; as prov d in the former Diſſertation. 

And whatever Globes were created in this infinitely extended Space 
have not at all alter d or changed the Nature of Space or render d it 
ever the leſs; which being infinite cin neither be added to or ſub- 
ſtracted from, but will for ever continue the ſame, and is ſtill as free 
trom material Attoms, Particles and Effluvia beyond the W 

erence 
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AND as it is placed in the Center of our Syſtem, 


and muſt as above obſery'd, have all material Parti- 
| cles 


CE 


erence of the created Globes and their Atmoſpheres as it was be- 
ore th eir Creation, therefore the Motions of the Globes are free 
without Hindrance or Retardation, fo that a due Order 1s preſery'd 
amongit them in all their harmonious Revolutions from the Laws of 
their central Luminaries Attraction and their Tributes of Gravita- 
tion, aboye obſerv'd. 

The Light and Heat therefore of the central Luminary interfere 
not with the. Motions of its concomitant Planets, but are ſpirit ous 
and immateria out of its own Atmoſphere ; and that its Atmoipiere 
doe: not reach to any of the Globes or Planets, which are warm'd 
and 2 by it, will appear from its Rays not being Luminous 
and Viſible where they are diftant from their own Atmoiphere, 
and not incorporated with the Atmoſpheres of the Globes they Warm 
and enlighten, 

Forſhou'd we ſuppoſe the Atmoſphere of the Sun to reach thro'the 
planetary Syſtem amongſt all the Globes it warms and enlightens, 
then weu'd the material Particles of its Atmoſphere be Luminous 

and Viſible of themſelves throughout the whole Syſtem 3; ſo that all 


the planetary Bodies thereof wou'd be continuajly enlighten'd, and 


no Darkneſ cou'd approach any parts of their Surfaces Whether 
in the preſence of the Sun's Body above, or Abſence be'ow their 
Horizons, but wou'd give a ſurrounding Illumination wien below 
the Horizon of any Globe, beyond the Circumference of its Sha- 
dow. 

From hence it appears that the Sun's Atmoſphere is only a ſur- 
rounding Circumference of its viſible Luſtre, which Atmoſphere ter- 
minates with its Viſibility ; and returns all material Particles and 
Effluvia to its own body, as properly belonging to it as their Center. 

So then the Light and Heatemitted from the Sun into the planeta- 
ry Syſtem, tho' only of a Spirituous Influence muſt be progreiſive, 
and take up ſome Time to come from its body and - Atmoſphere to 
the Diſtant Globes it warms and enlightens, which it cou'd not do 
if its Atmoſphere was diſperſed thro' the planetary Syſtem. 

There can be no ſuch Thing as iaantancous Motion, fince all Mo- 
tion whatſoever muſt ſuppoſe Progreſſion, whether that which moves 

be material or ſpiritual; And nothing but that which is /nfinite can 
be igfantanecuſſy every where; and that which is thus inſtantaneouſ 
ly every where can ſuffer neither Motion, Change, nor Scituation; ſo 
that created ſpiritual Intelligence its ſelf muſt be Prog rei ve, for if 
| t 
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cles, which are ſent of from its Body, by its conti- 
nual Flames, return'd to it again as their proper 
Center, I think we may infer, that the Sun may 
be Created and Conſtituted by the infinitely Wiſe, 
and Powerful contriver of the whole material and 
immaterial Creation, that notwithſtanding 1ts con- 
tinual Flames, it may ſuffer no Diminution nor ir- 
recoverable Change, but this I leave to more cu- 
rious Enquirers. 


Av p we may unqueſtionably Obſerve that it is 
adapted to anſwer all the Ends of Infinite Wiſdom 
ſo far as it was deſign'd to be Uſeful and Service- 
able. | 


AnD from the preſent View of its Uſefulneſs, 
who cannot but be fill'd with Wonder and Amaze- 
ment! Oh! pleaſing Wonder and agreeable A- 
mazement ! to look into the Works of infinite Pow- 
er, Goodneſs, Wiſdom, Deſign and Contrivance. 


r 


— — 


it was inflantaneons, then wou'd it comprehend Infinity, becauſe 
then it wou'd be inſtantly every where, which is impoſſible for any 
created Being to be, ſince that is only the incommunicable Property 
of neceſſary Self- Exiſtence. | 

From hence it will follow, that what is really Spirituous or Spiritu- 
al does not neceſlarily imply Inſtantancouſneſt, nor can it be in any 
created ſpiritual Exiſtence. | 
So then, tho' the Rays of the Sun be progreſſi ve tis no Argument 
at all to prove them Material; but their prodigeous Velocity may be 
faid to exceed the Motions of all material Bodies, as much as Hiri- 
tual Intelligence may exceed the motion of Hirituous Influence. 

An Opake Body is alſo capable to {iop or hinder its ſpirituous 
Illumination, becauſe emitted from a material Globe, therefore a 
material opake body is capable to receive its Rays only on its ſur- 
face, and from thence to reflect them in a tranſparent Medium, 
but tho' emitted from a material Globe, yet thro' their ſpirituous 
Influence, they will naturally paſs thro' the hardeſt tran parent So- 


lids without Force or Reluctancy, thro' which no material Particles 


whatſoeyer can ſo enter. 


D 2 AND 


D 
Ad tf theſe ſmall Rays of his wonderful Works 
are thus capable to ſurprize us, being only now ſeen. 
as thro' a Glaſs Darkly, what then will be the clear 
Proſpect of em. To attain which, 


Lr us henceforth endeayour that we may con- 


tinue that Veneration of the Supreme infinite Cre- 


ator, and contriver of all his Wonderful Works, 
that our Wonder and Amazement may put us upon 
the wings of Heavenly and Delightful Aſpirations 
to render our Prayers Devout, our Praiſes Angeli- 
cal, our Lives Holy, and our future State Happy. 
AMEN» 


PosSTSCRIPT. 


NEcEss AR Exiſtence is that which only is or can 


be Inſtantaneous, for Inſtantaneouſneſs compre- 
hends Infinity both as to Time and Place, being not 
Subject to Motion, Duration, or Situation. 


Morro reſpects different Situations, Duration 
reſpects Time, and Situation reſpects Place, but that 
which 1s Inſtantaneous includes them all, as being 
inſtantly preſent to *em all, therefore incapable of 
Progreſſion, and ſo immoveable ; incapable of Du- 
ration or ſeparating time into parts,and ſo unchange- 
able zincapable of fituation or being confin'd to Place 
and fo every where inſtantaneouſly preſent. ' 


So that infinite neceſſary Exiſtence can ſuffer nei- 
ther Motion as to different Situations, nor Duration 


as to Time, fince it neceſſarily is infinitely extend- 
eq thro? both Place and Time. Bur 
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Bur all created Beings Whether Material or Spi- 
ritual, as they muſt neceſſarily have had a Begin- 
ning of Exiſtence, muſt be ſubjected to Duration, 
as well as to Place or Motion; for whatever had a 
Beginning,its future Exiſtence muſt ever be length- 
ening, tho' it ſhou'd exiſt to Eternity hereafter ; 
therefore its Exiſtence is Progreſſive tho' Eternal to 


come, and fo may be call'd an Eternal Duration, 


Bor neceſſity of Exiſtence, as it is without Begin- 
ning, ſo it implies an impoſſibility of its Non-Exiſ- 
tence, and renders ſuch Exiſtence incapable of Pro- 
greſſion or Duration, and therefore of its Eternity 
being either lengthned or ſhortned, and ſo incapa- 
ble of either Additions or Subtractions. 
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DISSERT ATION IV. 
of the Immortality of the Sour. 


Rom the foregoing Proof of the Being and At- 
tributes of God it appears, that Matter is In- 
capable of Self-Exiſtence, therefore it may be Sub- 
ected to Decay and Corruption: And that the 

elf Exiſtent Being muſt neceſſarily be a Spiritual 
and immaterial Eſſence, therefore nothing that was 
created could become Capable of Intelligence and 
Reaſon that was merely Material, and not actuated 
with Spirit; for Whatever Material Bodies are en- 
dued with Reaſon and Intelligence it muſt be from 
the Actuation of an immaterial and ſpiritual Exiſt- 
ence in that Material Body; and tho' during the U- 
nion of this Spiritual Exiſtence, or of the Soul with 
the Body, the Body will enjoy Senſations proper to 
their joint Connection, yet there are alſo Senſations 
or Faculties belonging to the Soul independent of 
the Body, (as confider'd in my Journey thro' the 
World) therefore the Body may be ſubjected to 
ſuch alterations and changes as the Soul itſelf cannot 
be; for as the Soul only is the Life, which actuates 
unthinking Matter, ſo having once enter'd into ex- 
iftence, tho' thro' an Almighty Power, in the cu- 
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rious Compoſure of the Matter itſelf ; yet, becauſe 


* 


it is of a Spiritual Kind it will hereafter for ever ex- 
iſt, whether in, or Seperate from that Body which 
it thus actuates, according to the Nature and Rea- 
ſon of Things; becauſe ſpiritual Exiſtence is neceſ- 
farily from Eternity, but material Exiſtence is not, 
ſo that whatever is created of a Spiritual Nature, 


1 muſt 


27 
muſt have the Nature of a future Eternal Exiſtence 
communicated to it from its Creat on by the Spiri- 


tual Selt-Exiſtence of its Creator, for ſpiritual In- 


telligence being neceſſarily exiſtent in the Original 
Cauſe, immortality is from thence Communicated 
to all Created Spirirual Exiſtences from the Time of 
their Creation : thus Mortality can only affect 
Matter and not Spirit. | a 


Ir may likewiſe be obſery'd from the foregoing - 
Diſſertations, that Matter being, as of itſelf, inca- 
pable of any Perception, that Perception muſt be 
diſt inct from Matter, and may therefore be either 
join'd to it or feparated from it, and exiſt either 
with or without it; and tho' it began to exiſt m that 
material Body as a proper Receptacle, yet the Bo- 
dy which it thus began to exiſt in being material( the 
Eſſence of which was not Eternal, as Spiritua l- Eſ- 
ſence was) may be ſubjected to Decay and Alter- 
ation, but the Life which is the Soul being of an 
immaterial and ſpiritual Eſſence cannot be ſubject co 
Decay with the material and corruptible Body ; for 
tho' the Spirit may ceaſe to actuate Matter, yer ir 
cannot ceaſe to exiſt, (being itſelf Life and Intelli- 
gence) when ſeparated from Matter by its corruptible 
Mortality; but will exiſt ina ſeparate State when 
forc'd out of the Body, either by a natural Decay 
of it, or when by . ſome accidental De- 
triment 1t is render'd incapable to continue the Souls 
Habitation any longer. | 

AxD this may beconfirm'd by common Obſerya- 
tion in matter of Fact; In that while the Body is 
in jenſible Decay thro? Age or Sickneſs, the Soul at 
the ſame time ſuffers no Decay, but will continue to 
Lighten and increaſe in Knowledge; if it has not 


been corrupted by giving way to the n 
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the Bodily Senſes, or thro' fome decay or diſorder 
of ſuch Parts of the Body, that naturally will obſcure 
and darken its Operation in their preſent Union; 
for thoſe, who ſuffer a gradual Decay of Body, 
whoſe Brains are preſery'd in a Regular and Due 
Order, will have the Senſations and Faculties of 
their Souls clear and bright to the very laſt minute 
of their Lives; which muſt neceſſarily ſhew that 
the Soul decays not with the Body, and will there- 


fore Exiſt without it, 


_ UnDEx what an indiſpenſible Obligation are we 
then, to prepare for the Concerns of another Life? 
to help you in which, I ſhall refer you to my Jour- 
ney thro the World. 


FINIS 


Fax 1. line 12. for Perfection read Perception. P. ibid. I. 14. 

before firſt add, the. P. 3.1 9 before he, add that. P. 5, J. 31 

dale and, P. 8. I. , for Employ r. Imply. P. ibid. 1. 10, 11. 
for employ r. 1 P. 9 |. 5. for Employ r. Imply. P. 10. 

L 1. 8 of the Note for Employ r. Imply. P. ibid. I. 19. aſter exiſt 

. del: Comma, and after Equaliy ac/e Exit. P. 1 1. I. 7. at juſt 
now, add a Comma. | 


